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Expansion of the international wing of Mexico City's Benito Juarez International Airport continues
on schedule, with work expected to be completed by year-end 1993. On Aug. 15, Enrique Rodriguez
Avila project director for airport developer Grupo Hakim told the government news agency
Notimex that the project, begun in 1989, will include 34 new gates for international flights, a hotel
complex, and a new parking facility with capacity for 1,300 vehicles. The new 34-gate area will
include waiting rooms and retail stores. According to Rodriguez, Grupo Hakim based in Xalapa,
Veracruz state is spending about US$100 million on the project, while other funds are coming
from the state-run Airport and Support Services (Aeropuertos y Servicios Auxiliares, ASA) and
the Transportation Secretariat (Secretaria de Comunicaciones y Transporte, SCT). In addition to
the expansion of the Mexico City airport, the government is looking for alternate landing sites for
air travel to and from Mexico City, including expansion and upgrade of airport facilities in Toluca,
Mexico state (for more details see SourceMex, 01/06/93). Another airport recently approved for
upgrade is the air terminal in Morelia, Michoacan state, located about 270 km. west of Mexico City.
On Aug. 4, the Finance Secretariat (Secretaria de Hacienda y Credito Publico, SHCP) announced
plans for restoration work at the customs station at the Morelia airport, which will allow the airport
to be used for international freight and passenger traffic. Meantime, on Aug. 6 airport administrators
in the resort cities of Los Cabos, Loreto and La Paz (all in Baja California Sur state) said ASA had
committed itself to spend a total of six million nuevo pesos (US$1.83 million) to upgrade facilities
at their terminals. Projects include remodeling, maintenance and modernization, and upgrade of
facilities at the terminals in each of the three sites, as well as construction of a new executive air
terminal at Los Cabos. (Sources: Notimex, 08/04/93, 08/06/93, 08/15/93)
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